




 

 

  

Some examples of VISTA vision statements are: 

Every night when I go to sleep I dream of a new world but in the morning I wake up to start 

to build it. 

~Juan Carlos Gastón, Mayagüez Children’s Library, Puerto Rico 

United in service AmeriCorps we stand. Volunteering our lives where there is demand. We 

strive to leave the world better than it was before. Dedicated to “Getting things Done,” We 

are AmeriCorps! 

~Thor Midby, American Red Cross, Los Angeles, California 

I will see it, become it, plan it, fix it, sustain it. 

~Shirley Johnson, YorkCAN, York, Pennsylvania 

It is human nature to want to help, but not everyone knows how. I want to dedicate my 

time and energy into being the example to those that are looking for some answers. 

~Heather Luker, Utah Campus Compact, Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Residents (1996), A Guide to Mapping Local Business Assets and Mobilizing 

Local Business Capacities (1996), A Guide to Mapping Consumer 

Expenditures and Mobilizing Consumer Expenditure Capacities (1996), A 

Guide to Capacity Inventories: Mobilizing the Community Skills of Local 

Residents (1997), A Guide to Evaluating Asset-Based Community 

Development: Lessons, Challenges, and Opportunities (1997), A Guide to 

Creating a Neighborhood Information Exchange: Building Communities by 

Connecting Local Skills, and Knowledge (1998), City-Sponsored Community 

Building: Savannah’s Grants for Blocks Story (1998), Newspapers and 

Neighborhoods: Strategies for Achieving Responsible Coverage of Local 

Communities (1999). 

Sustainable Communities Network: <www.sustainable.org> Site provides a listing 

of sustainable development funding sources, case studies, publications on 

the following topics: Smart Growth, Governing Sustainability, Civic 

Engagement, and Community Indicators. 

Center for Livable Communities:<www.lgc.org/clc/> Hotline and Referral Help 

1800-290-8202 

Civic Practices Network: <www.cpn.org/index.html> Civic Practices 

Network (CPN) Center for Human Resources, Heller School for 

Advanced Studies in Social Welfare/Brandeis University/ 60 Turner 

Street/Waltham, MA 02154/ Phone: (617) 736-4890. Community 

Manuals (i.e.: Community Building in Public Housing: The Ties that 

Bind People and their Communities, Planning Community-Wide Study 

Circle Programs: A Step-by-Step Guide, The Busy Citizen’s Discussion 

Guide: Violence in Our Communities, Building Communities From The 

Inside Out: A Path Toward Finding and Mobilizing a Community’s 

Assets, The Community Visioning and Strategic Planning Handbook) 

Environmental Manuals, Networking Manuals, Family, Gender and 

Children’s Manuals, Work and Empowerment Manuals, and Youth 

Education Manuals. 
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National Town Meeting for a Sustainable America: <www.sustainableusa.org/> 

Some interesting best practices profiles on youth, environmental and housing 

programs. 

Community Research network (Loka Institute): <www.loka.org/crn/index.htm> 

Great linking page for a variety of social issues ranging from health to the 

environment to agricultural issues.  Also, the site houses a comprehensive 

issue database and listing of funding sources. 

Kellogg collection of community development resources: <www.unl.edu/ 

kellogg/index.html> Acomprehensive database of community development 

guidebooks, manuals, workshop materials, reports, books, and videos. 

Useful for rural, urban, and suburban topics. 
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